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BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Brief course description. The course emphasizes a fundamental idea: research methods are central to the discipline. The overarching goal of this course is to present the basics of psychological research methods. It focuses on the concepts and skills that are most widely shared within the modern neuroscience, while emphasizing their contribution to the understanding of human behavior. In the process, it prepares PhD students to be effective research scholars, promotes critical thinking skills that are applicable across subfields and disciplines, and fosters attitudes that enhance overall PhD thesis writing.
The aim of the course is to teach PhD students to identify the factors that contribute to their research and to learn ways for communicating their research findings through competent APA style academic writing and oral presentation at thesis defending, conference paper giving, etc. needed to be effective academic expert and higher education teacher.  
Course objectives:

· to determine the main concepts, theories and methods of Experimental Psychology/Cognitive Psychology/Neroscience in the modern science;

· to apply the Experimental Psychology/ Cognitive Psychology/ Neroscience findings to various levels of research, analyses and interpretations of the data;

· to differentiate between basic research and applied research in psychology;

· to identify the concept of open science and common open science practices.

Post-requisites: 

· Disciplines and research internships that are closely related to a  PhD student’s field of concentration..
Student core competencies after course completion:

· Explain basics of psychological research methods; 

· Discuss methodology of empirical research in terms of   Experimental Research Design;

· Categorize important research data analysis strategies regarding research questions; 
· Recognize theoretical models for critical analysis of research in Experimental Research;

· Detect research goals and research questions; 
· Argue the various options of theoretical research titles; 
· Evaluate conclusions in empirical part of research;

· Apply communication and teamwork skills that enhance group research and scientific project; 

· Identify the sides of the ethical debate in academic discussion with respect to academic honesty, integrity and independence.
